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Shilton Old School Committee Newsletter 
Reg. Charity No.272023 

February 2017 
(see also www.shiltonparishoxon.co.uk) 

 

A (very belated) Happy New Year everyone.  
 
Christmas now seems a long time ago, but all the village celebrations were well attended. We had a 
wonderful turnout for the church carol service and the supper afterwards and are very grateful indeed to 
everyone who prepared and supplied the food. It’s such a relaxed and happy way to see in Christmas 
with friends and neighbours. 
 
The carols by the pond were also enjoyed by all, and once again the tree in the water looked very 
beautiful, due to a great deal of hard work on the part of Guy and friends.  The Old School is now the 
proud owner of a purpose made Christmas tree stand to prevent the tree being blown over, designed by 
Guy, which worked well this year. 
 

What’s next ….. ? 
The Old School Committee* has held its first meeting of the year and agreed some dates for village 
happenings in 2017, which are listed below, together with other things being organised by other 
individuals and/or village bodies. Further details will follow in due course in future newsletters or Parish 
Pumps [so please read them if you want to know about, help with, or take part in anything that’s 
happening in your community.]  
 

Village litter clearing – Saturday 25th February. Tom Barry & Jon Holloway have kindly volunteered to 
organise this. 9-11am. Meet at pond. Further details from Jon or Tom. 

Soup lunch – Wednesday 1st March, Old School, 12.00-1.30pm 

Coffee & cake – Wednesday 15th March  

Quiz – Saturday 8th April  

Egg rolling/Easter tea – Saturday 15th April                                                                               

Open Gardens – Sunday 11th June 

BBQ – Saturday 29th July 

Ride & Stride – 9th September 

Dog show – on a date yet to be decided in September 

Harvest service and lunch – Sunday 1st October 

Halloween – Saturday 28th October 

Coffee morning/Bring & Buy – Saturday 4th November  

Carol service & supper – Sunday 17th December 

 
Of course, if you’d like to organise something new and different, remember the Old School Hall is 
available for village use. 
 

Coffee morning ….. a note from Elizabeth Harfield: We're having a coffee/tea morning on 

Wednesday March 15th in the Old School from 10.30-12.00.  There will be biscuits and cake, but more 
importantly a chance to have a chat and catch up with villagers and friends.  This is a try-out to see if 
anyone would like it to become a regular occasion, and if so we may have a Coffee and Cake morning 
each month next winter (as well as the Soup Day).  So if you are interested do come along and join us on 
March 15th. 
  

Quiz ….. Justine Mann is holding a quiz in the Old School on Saturday 8th April in aid of The Debs Price 
Foundation (anyone who doesn’t remember Debs can find details on the Internet). It starts at 7pm and 
costs £8 per person, teams of 6 max. The price includes supper but please bring your own drinks. There’ll 
also be a raffle. Queries and bookings to Justine on 07789 497842. 
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Several people have asked why we are no longer doing fireworks and the simple answer is, no one is 

willing to take on the responsibility for it. The only person who had attended the Paynes’ Fireworks safety 
course no longer has the time or inclination to be responsible for ordering the fireworks, storing them, 
setting them up, letting them off and clearing the field afterwards. There are always loads of volunteers 
to help let off the fireworks, but not so many for all the other stuff involved. Over to you. 
 
Shilton may be a small village but we raise a lot of money … 
 

Events organised by Shilton 
Old School Committee 

Amount 
raised 

Distributed to Retained 
by SOSC 

Easter egg rolling etc. £201.50  £201.50 

Open Gardens £2,120.49 £443.58 to Church 
£243.00 Shelter Boxes 

£1,433.91 

Village BBQ £282.88  £282.88 

Dog Show £114.80 £115.00 to Medical Detection Dogs  

Car boot sales £2,162.93  £2,162.93 

 £4,882.60 £801.58 £4,081.22 

Events organised by other 
village fund-raisers 

   

Passover supper £60.00 Church  

Harvest Lunch + church 
collection 

   £437.00  Royal Agricultural Benevolent 
Institution 

 

Coffee morning/Bring  & Buy  £363.55 50/50 Shilton Chapel and Church  

 

Eggs galore …… 
Saturday 15th April is the date for our egg rolling races and duck and boat races on the pond, the 
Easter hat competition, egg hunt and Easter tea in the Old School. This is a perennially popular 
afternoon. Nearer the time the Old School Committee would be very grateful for volunteers to help cook 
and paint eggs, sell race entries on the day, take charge of the egg hunt, bake cakes for tea etc. etc. 
 

Open Gardens …… 
The highlight of the year, on Sunday 11th June. As usual, we’ll be seeking garden openers and as many 
helpers and cake makers as possible so please step forward and volunteer … or expect to be pestered. 
 

Free 500 litres of oil …… 
Alex & Jane Postan were the lucky winners of this year’s free 500 litres of oil from Sweet Fuels in the 
annual village oil buying group raffle. 
 

Unwanted goods …… 
Staggeringly, in 2016 car booting overtook Open Gardens as the main revenue earner for the Old School! 
A fluke I’m sure and I can’t imagine being able to beat last year’s total. Mind you, I’ve already had a large 
number of very generous donations so it’s definitely looking promising for 2017. 
  

Anyone wanting to shift a few pounds after the Christmas feasting may like to be reminded that there is a 

weekly fitness session in the Old School on Tuesday evenings 7.30-8.30pm. It costs £3.00 per 

session. For further info contact Tom Wattlesworth on 07892 945060. 
 

Shirley Cuthbertson, Secretary, Old School Committee, C/o Honeystone Cottage, Ladburn Lane, Shilton 

Tel: 01993 842404 

*Old School Committee consists of: Marilyn Cox (Chairman), Helena Wright (Treasurer), Penny Pearce, Jean Roberts, 

Sarah Royle, Guy Richmond, Mary Colson, Lis Lovell, Jacob Coates. New members welcome. 


